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In early September the School of Architecture will introduce an updated web site at www.uark.edu/~archsite/. Featuring a
new site for the architecture department, faculty and student profiles, and expanded coverage of international studies and
outreach activities, the site will fully inform visitors about the School.
In the second phase of development, a new site for the landscape architecture department and a virtual tour of the School will
be added. The alumni section will be expanded with profiles, web links, and a career page with job and internship opportunities.

Projects shown are samples from some of this
spring’s seminar courses.
material manipulations design seminar
instructors:
Ly n n F i t z p a t r i c k
Chaim Goodman-Strauss
John Humphries
projects by:
Iova Dineva
Stephen McCaul
D a v i d Ta n n e r
Andy Kim
furniture design seminar
instructor:
Ko r y d o n S m i t h
projects by:
Fabio Barchiesi
Jasen Goiceochea (cover)
Amy James
Nick Mahon
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10 Mi l l i o n Do l l a r s…an d Ch an ge

10 Million Dollars…and Change.
One of the primary opportunities derives from the on-going capital campaign of the school and
the university – “The Campaign for the 21st Century.” Our school goal of $10 million is quite
ambitious for the size of our school and our alumni base. Fortunately, we have great leadership
from Charlotte Taylor and the university development staff, which, combined with the traditional
generosity of our supporters, gives me confidence we will reach or exceed this goal. Though it
will certainly be challenging to reach this goal, Charlotte reminds me of the cumulative importance
of all levels and sources of gifts from large corporate gifts to the smallest private gift. All are
valued; all are appreciated; all are of vital importance to reaching $10 million by summer 2005.
Gifts from early in the campaign are already making a difference. The gift of $1.5 million from
the Donald W. Reynolds Foundation creating the Steven L. Anderson Chair in Architecture and
Urbanism supports the director of our Community Design Center. The gift of $1 million from Don
and Ellen Edmondson of Forrest City created the E. Fay Jones Chair in Architecture. The Jones
Chair will be filled this fall for the first time by Dale Mulfinger, FAIA of Minneapolis and the
University of Minnesota.
More recent gifts are supporting a wide range of school enhancements. For example, Ken Shollmier’s
gift is allowing us to modernize our large lecture hall, technologically as well as cosmetically.
Further, several architectural firms have stepped forward to fund annual lectures, allowing us to
build on a long tradition of bringing in speakers who are shaping new trends in architecture and
landscape architecture. Other firms have provided support for students and outreach programs (see
article on page 4).
Charlotte and I are also working on developing endowed gift “pools,” collections of smaller gifts
assembled according to the shared interests of donors. These pools could support any area, activity
or program in the school.
One very exciting recent item of news comes as both a great opportunity as well as a substantial
challenge. The opportunity comes in the form of approval by the university administration of our
proposal for a $1.5 million endowed chair in digital communications technology in the building
industry. The challenge comes in the form of a requirement to match in private support the $750,000
provided by the Walton Family Foundation. We have 12 months to develop this $750,000 match
or risk losing the chair. If you have any ideas for sources for the match or want to contribute toward
the match, please know your help will be greatly appreciated.

of. While the very positive changes enabled by new capital campaign resources will allow
enrichment of all programs, that enrichment may very well be undermined by rapidly accumulating
reductions of the operational base of the school. Over the past several years, state revenues have
declined, leading to losses in state funding, the primary source of our base operational support.
Private campaign gifts, unless specifically so designated, cannot be used to replace lost state
funds. However, despite these declines in state support, I am confident that the generosity of
our supporters and the vision and motivation of our staff and faculty will allow continuing
educational and outreach gains and will place us in position to seize opportunities that will develop
when the economy of the state improves.
10 Million Dollars…and Change.
We have now assembled a complete new administrative staff poised and prepared to take
advantage of, as well as create, new opportunities. Thus there is a fortunate coincidence between
the enhancements being made possible by the capital campaign and the changes in school
leadership, a leadership that will provide direction, momentum and critical focus for these changes.
This strong new team of leaders will be an excellent complement to our great faculty, staff and
students. In chronological order, here are the changes in school administration:
•
•

August 2000
August 2000

•

August 2001

•

November 2001

•
•

March 2002
August 2002

•

October 2002

•

August 2003

Interim dean appointed;
School given responsibility for managing Garvan
Woodland Gardens;
Fran Beatty appointed new department head in
landscape architecture;
Susan Thomas appointed inaugural director of
the Delta Research and Design Center;
New dean appointed;
Patricia Kucker appointed new department head
in architecture;
David Davies appointed new director of Garvan
Woodland Gardens; and
Steve Luoni appointed new director of the
Community Design Center.

I have the utmost confidence in this new slate of leaders and expect each to make great contributions
to increasing the quality of education we offer our students and the service we offer our
communities. They begin with the same advantage that I have had as dean; they have inherited
strong programs built by their predecessors, both administrators and faculty. The impact of their
respective visions will enable great faculty and staffs to continue building nationally competitive
degree programs, research agendas and service opportunities for our students and our constituents.
In closing, because of the coincidence of new private gift resources and new ideas from strong
leaders, both administrative and faculty, I believe the next few years will be as exciting as any
in the history of the school. I feel so fortunate to be here at this time of both great opportunity
and great challenge and so appreciative of the encouragement and support I’ve received from
so many of you. Thank you. And, please, come see what we’re able to do with “10 million
dollars…and change.”

There is one potentially discordant irony in the current situation that I need to make you aware

Jeff Shannon, Dean
School of Architecture
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There have been many changes in the School of Architecture since my letter to you as interim
dean in the Spring Semester 2001 issue of Update (the Re:View predecessor). For me personally,
the shift from interim dean to dean that occurred on March 1, 2002, while not changing my job
description, has caused me to see things a little differently and allowed me to envision changes
over a longer time frame than an interim dean would feel confident in doing. On top of that, I
have a greatly increased sense of responsibility to the university, the school, its faculty, students,
staff and alumni. In no small part, this is because of the accomplishments of my predecessors
in this position and the traditions of achievement they left to mark their tenure. From John
Williams to Fay Jones to Murray Smart to Dan Bennett, the legacy of leadership at the School
of Architecture is strong, and I am honored, if also a bit humbled, to stand in their place. Of
equal weight in creating this sense of responsibility is the recognition that directly in front of us
are great opportunities to enhance the education of our students.

r e : P L A C E
Landscape Architecture Department Hosts Third Annual Symposium
All too often, economic pressures distort the "American
Dream" into an American nightmare of shoddily-built
developments in isolated suburbs. Concerned with rapid
growth and subsequent sprawl in Northwest Arkansas,
Landscape Architecture department head Fran Beatty
organized a symposium, "Creating Value," to explore a
new model of development. The symposium took place
on April 26 at the Garvan Woodland Gardens in Hot
Springs, the third annual symposium co-hosted by the
landscape architecture department and the Gardens to
celebrate National Landscape Architecture week .
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"My thesis is that good design with ecological sensitivity
is good business," noted Beatty. "My conclusion from
professional experience is that good and responsible
design decisions happen only when government, business,
and environmental leaders embrace similar values and
speak a similar language."

Ray Suarez, senior correspondent with The NewsHour
with Jim Lehrer and author of The Old Neighborhood:
What We Lost in the Great Suburban Migration:
1966–1999, opened the dialog with a keynote lecture
that contrasted the dense, socially diverse neighborhoods
of yesterday's cities with today’s subdivisions.
"When everything is the same, with no public spaces to
bring people together, you've created a place where it's
very hard to be anything but no-place," Suarez said.
Suarez's commentary on the relationship between the
built environment, natural resources, and community
was amplified by a lively afternoon panel discussion that
included Fayetteville Mayor Dan Coody, environmental
activist Fran Alexander, landscape architect and developer
Kenneth Berg, and Tom Daniels, author of Holding Our
Ground: Protecting America's Farms and Farmland.

Kenneth Berg, Fran Alexander, Tom Daniels, Ray Suarez, and
Dan Coody with symposium organizer Fran Beatty.

Garvan Woodland Gardens Plans Children’s Adventure Garden
Working in coordination with an early childhood specialist
and University of Arkansas landscape architecture faculty,
Garvan Woodland Gardens is developing a one-acre Children's
Adventure Garden that will provide a rich environment for
exploration and play. Nestled in a small wooded hillside
ravine, the new garden will conjure Alice-in-Wonderland
shifts in scale. Alumnus Brent Vinson (B.LArch. '93), currently
with Atkins and leading design work on the project, has
planned features that will stimulate children on many
different levels. Exercises such as stepping stones, fallen
log crossings, and climbing structures challenge their sense
of balance and hand-eye coordination, while refuge areas
invite imaginative play. Inspired by the enduring popularity
of the castle and pond at Wilson Park in Fayetteville, Ark,

Brent has included a crawdad hole and a small waterfall,
among other water features. A handicapped accessible
treehouse will offer views of surrounding gardens when
children are ready to take a breather.
Initial funding for the Children's Adventure Garden was
secured in May with a $700,000 grant from the Arkansas
Natural and Cultural Resources Council. Construction is
scheduled to begin in winter 2003, with a partial opening
planned in 2004. An additional $500,000 is needed to
complete the project as planned; for more information on
the children's garden and funding opportunities, contact
Executive Director David Davies at 501/262-9605 or
dgdavies@hsnp.com.

image courtesy of Atkins

Black Tie Event Raises Funds for Gardens
In May Garvan Woodland Gardens hosted an elegant Black Tie Gala that netted over $25,000 for the Gardens
development program. A huge tent erected on the Great Lawn was transformed into a dining room where guests
feasted on a lavish buffet dinner prepared by Café 1217 of Hot Springs. An auction and dancing in the E. Fay Jonesdesigned pavilion followed. Over 350 supporters and press representatives from Soiree and Inviting Arkansas attended
the event. Guests included John Fletcher (B.Arch. '63), Liz Frazier (L.Arch. '81) and UA Assistant Vice Chancellor for
Development Clay Edwards.

John Ed and Isabel Anthony with Arkansas Lt. Governor Win
Rockefeller. Photo courtesy of Inviting Arkansas.

Fifth Year Student to Help Lead National Organization
Trinity Simons sailed through two rounds of interviews and delivered three speeches in front of an audience of 1200 to win election as
one of four students across the nation on the executive board of the American Institute of Architecture Students (AIAS). "It was good
practice!" she notes. Simons will have plenty of opportunities to hone her public speaking skills in 2003-04. She will be visiting architecture
departments across the southern United States in her new role as South Quadrant director of the AIAS, a student-run organization
dedicated to promoting excellence in architectural education. The AIAS serves as the sole student voice in the decision-making process
of professional organizations such as the American Institute of Architects and the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture.

The Arkansas Natural and Cultural Resources
Council (NCRC) awarded two grants totaling
over $1.5 million dollars to the University of
Arkansas School of Architecture in May. The
monies will be used to renovate Vol Walker
Hall, the historic neoclassical building that
houses the School of Architecture on the
University campus, and to build a children's
garden and other projects at Gar van
Woodland Gardens.

Vol Walker Hall, CA. 1940s

Erected in 1934 as the University of Arkansas
library, Vol Walker has been home to the
Department of Architecture since 1969. The
Arkansas Natural and Cultural Resources
Council voted to grant $821,000 to the School
of Architecture to implement the first stage of
providing additional exits from various parts
of Vol Walker Hall. The funds build upon a

2002 NCRC grant of $500,000 for the
exterior restoration of the building. “The
NCRC is a fantastic resource for historically
significant state facilities. We are so
appreciative of their assistance in keeping Vol
Walker Hall in good working order. The
entire State of Arkansas benefits from the
efforts of the NCRC,” said Dean Jeff Shannon.
In addition to the Children's Adventure
Garden, the $700,000 NCRC grant to the
Garvan Woodland Gardens will help fund a
greenhouse and provide handicapped
accessible trails to the antique rose garden,
the bird sanctuary and boat docks, among
other improvements. This is the fifth in a series
of substantial grants that the NCRC has
awarded to the Gardens.

Design Students Delve into Architectural History
This spring H. Wilson Robertson II and Graham
Kervin became the first two students to earn
the B.Arch. degree with a major concentration
in architectural history, which requires the
production of a scholarly thesis. Robertson's
thesis, "Dwelling and Indwelling – Aalto and
Wright," explored the idea of domesticity and
then examined how it was expressed in the
homes of two architects: Frank Lloyd Wright's
Taliesin East in Spring Green, Wisconsin and
Alvar Aalto's Experimental House in
Muuratsalo, Finland. Dr. E. S. Goodstein
directed his work, with Dr. Kim Sexton and
Professor Greg Herman serving as critics.
Robertson also enriched his degree program
with minors in art history and medieval and
renaissance studies, and plans to seek a job
with an Austin architectural firm this fall.

Graham Kervin developed an interest in
Baroque architecture while studying in Rome.
His thesis, "Speaking the Unspeakable: The
Generative Sensibility of Baroque and
Contemporary Architecture," traced parallels
in the dynamic sense of space found in
Baroque architecture and contemporary work
by architects such as Frank Gehry and Daniel
Libeskind, and suggested that the spacial
qualities in Baroque and Deconstructivist
architecture reflected cultural shifts – the
breakdown of Renaissance humanism and
High Modernism's belief in scientific reason,
respectively. Dr. E. S. Goodstein and Dr. Kim
Sexton codirected Kervin's work, and Dean
Jeff Shannon served as a critic. Kervin plans
to attend the Graduate School of Theology
at Abilene Christian University, and looks
forward to a future that combines his interests

in design, history, and missionary work.
The Department of Architecture has offered
major and minor concentrations in the history
of architecture and urbanism since 2001,
enabling students in the B.Arch. program to
pursue research of issues and ideas that shape
buildings. "The major and minor options serve
architecture students who want to explore the
theoretical, social, and historical underpinnings
of the design process," Goodstein noted.
"Our students are producing scholarship with
a level of originality that is rarely seen in
undergraduate work." The Department of
Architecture is considering developing major
and minor concentrations in o t her
subdisciplinary areas to further broaden the
B.Arch. degree curriculum.
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School of Architecture Awarded State Grants

r e : d e v e l o p
spring gifts

The School is thankful for the following gif ts:

EFCO Windows, completed $100,000 endowment to fund student travel & donated windows valued at $6000 to Design:Build workshop
Fred & Louise Dierks, $35,000 for promenade feature at Garvan Woodland Gardens
Gerald & Karen Rogers, $10,000 endowment to fund student travel
Lance Armstrong Foundation, $5916 for Camp Aldersgate treehouse project
Stella Boyle Smith, $100,000 for crescent garden feature at Garvan Woodland Gardens
Taylor Built Homes, $11,000 and in-kind gifts for Design:Build workshop
University of Arkansas Women's Giving Circle, $14,000 for Camp Aldersgate tree house project
Wilcox Group, $12,500 to support an annual lecture on sustainability

p . 0 4

Witsell Evans & Rasco, $9000 to fund an annual lecture and student workshop in honor of Professor Emeritus Ernie Jacks
Wittenberg, Delony & Davidson, Inc., $35,000 endowed scholarship to support second-year students

Architectural Firms Support School
This past year, several architectural firms based in Little Rock stepped forward to support a variety of programs within the School. Wittenberg, Delony & Davidson,
Inc. got the ball rolling with a $35,000 endowed scholarship, with the intention of reaching $50,000 within the next seven years. The endowment will support second-year
students, who must purchase computers and costly technical manuals to complete their course work. Polk Stanley Yeary Architects created a $25,000 endowment for
the Delta Research and Design Center in Clarendon. The Wilcox Group, one of the leaders of green architecture in Arkansas, has made a five-year commitment to support
an annual lecture on sustainability, while Witsell Evans & Rasco has agreed to fund an annual lecture and student workshop over the next three years in honor of Professor
Emeritus Ernie Jacks.

Year l y Giving V it al to School
Every year School of Architecture graduates get
letters or a phone call, asking them to support
the School with a pledge to the Annual Fund.
Just where do these monies go? Most of them
flow into the dean's account, allowing him to step
into the breach and provide critical, timely support
to students, faculty, and a wide range of
programs.
With special fees, expensive materials, and the
required semester of study abroad, the B.Arch.
and B.LArch. degrees are costly to pursue. For
many years, the School has suppor ted
international travel for students at any level with
the Annual Fund Scholarship. Beginning this year,
the School will use the Annual Fund to offer a
$2000 scholarship to an international student
who shows academic accomplishment and promise.
The fund also meets emergency needs. "We've
routinely given money to financially distressed

students, especially minorities," Dean Shannon
said. For example, the School bought a computer
for a minority student whose underpowered, outof-date machine wasn't up to the tasks at hand
(the new computer will eventually go to the
School's Visualization lab after the student
graduates).
Faculty also have benefited from the Annual Fund.
"If a tenure-track faculty member has a paper to
present at a conference, we make sure that she
or he is able to go," noted Shannon, adding that
architects and landscape architects can't rely on
the grant infrastructure that supports research in
the sciences. Annual Fund monies also support
outreach programs, providing substantial annual
support for staff salaries at the University of
Arkansas Community Design Center and the Delta
Research & Design Center. Alumni dollars also
fund special events: this year, for example, the

Annual Fund paid to bring in News Hour Senior
Correspondent and author Ray Suarez as keynote
speaker at the April 26 "Creating Value"
symposium in Gar van Woodland Gardens.
Given that the School of Architecture is the smallest
academic unit on campus, with the fewest
graduates, alumni support is critical. "Whether
it's $50 or $500, it's all pooled together to make
good things happen," said Charlotte Taylor, the
School's Director of Development. Though the
University is in the middle of a Capital Campaign
Fund, raising endowment funds for long-term
growth, the Annual Fund is vital to meet immediate
needs. "We need people to participate in both;
both are important," Taylor noted. To make your
Annual Fund pledge, or discuss other ways to
support School programs, please contact Charlotte
Taylor at 479/575-7384 or chtaylo@uark.edu.

r e : m e m b e r
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Faye M. Williams (1917 - 2003), wife of Professor Emeritus John G. Williams, died at
home on May 7, 2003. Faye was an integral part of the School of Architecture from its
earliest beginnings to just this year. She volunteered her time as the School's first secretary
from 1946 - 1950, and frequently hosted cocktail and dinner parties for visiting luminaries
such as Richard Neutra and Edward Durrell Stone. Her annual "Call me John" parties,
when graduating seniors were invited to be on first-name terms with John Williams, also are
remembered. Faye sponsored the Architecture Students’ Wives Association and supported
the North Arkansas Symphony and the University of Arkansas Theater, among many other
organizations.

James Lloyd Lambeth (1942 - 2003), architect and artist, died on March 11,
2003. Jim came to Fayetteville in 1968 af ter earning his B.Arc h from
Washington University and a M.Arch. from Rice Institute (now Rice University).
He taught at the School of Architecture for twenty years, where he inspired
students by hauling famous architects' furniture into class and playing Beatles
music during studio. As an internationally known expert on passive solar
energy, Jim consulted with the Vatican, NASA , Time-Life, Union Carbide,
and Disney. He was a Fellow of the American Insititute of Architects and
won many awards, including the Prix de Rome in Architecture in 1978. He
renovated James at the Mill and the Inn at the Mill in Johnson, both of which
are on the National Register of Historic Places. With his son-in-law, Miles
James, he conceived the book Cuisine of the Creative (Miami Dog Press,1998),
which received the World Cookbook Award for photographic design. Jim
also published Sundancing: the Ar t and Architecture of James Lambeth
(Miami Dog Press,1993), and other books. He was working on the renovation
of Carnall Hall at the time of his death.

r e : c o n s t r u c t
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UAC D C D eve l o p s M a s t e r P l a n f o r G o o d S h e p a rd Re t i re m e n t C o m m u n i t y
Last spring, UACDC developed master plan
alternatives that outlined several different
options for the future growth of the Good
Shepherd Ecumenical Retirement Community,
a non-profit organization located on 165
wooded acres in western Little Rock.
Offering a high-quality, low-cost residential
community for the elderly, Good Shepherd
must grow to meet present and anticipated
need, yet wants to preserve the natural
beauty of its site. The Good Shepherd Board
of Directors also seeks to expand amenities
while continuing to fulfill its mission to provide
housing for the aged in low- and middleincome brackets.

and the Fulbright College Public Policy
Program, whose doctoral students complete
a capstone course at UACDC. The public
policy students, among them a former police
o f f i c e r, P r e s by t e r i a n m i n i s t e r, a n d
environmental lawyer, brought diverse
perspectives to the investigation of a wide
range of issues, including health concerns,
diversity, and environmental factors. The
thorough economic analysis and
demographic survey completed by CBER
associates established t he economic
feasibility of providing housing for younger
retirees, thus expanding the center's
economic base.

Michael Pyatok, designer of dozens of
award-winning af fordable housing
developments and coauthor of Good
Neighbors: Affordable Family Housing
(McGraw-Hill, 1996) developed master plan
alternatives for this phase of the project
following three working sessions with the
Good Shepherd Board of Directors, policy
students and UACDC staff.

UACDC's int erdisciplinar y approac h
contributes to the breadth and workability
of the plans it develops. The partnerships
also offer real-world experience for public
policy int er ns and uniq ue business
opportunities for CBER. "We're enthusiastic
about working with Good Shepherd, an
organization that has a mission we believe
in," said Jeff Collins, director of CBER.
"Elder housing is a big issue in the U.S. and
in Arkansas, and this is a great opportunity
for us to develop models that may be
replicable elsewhere," he added.

The planning process was enhanced by
UACDC partnerships with the Center for
Business and Economic Research (CBER)

Current Good Shepard campus and one site plan
alternative

UACDC/DRDC Summer Wor kshop Focuses on Lake V illage

Situated in the southeast corner of Arkansas, Lake Village is graced by Lake
Chicot, the largest oxbow lake in North America, but suffers from an
underdeveloped economy and limited access to businesses and amenities.
At this summer's workshop, six students spent two months studying Lake
Village's potential assets and developed recommendations for uniting the
community with a more cohesive street system and a network of pedestrian
and bicycle trails. Students also envisioned tourism centered on the lake as
a jumpstart for Lake Village's economy, followed by a revitalization of the
downtown area.

Professor Catherine Wiley and her students enjoy tamales in
Lake Village, site of this year's UACDC summer workshop.

Stephen Luoni to Lead UACDC
single entity. The design won a national
design competition sponsored by the
National Endowment for the Arts New Public
Works Program and a Faculty Design Award
from the American Collegiate Schools of
Architecture, and is one of several community
projects developed by Luoni's firm that have
garnered national recognition.
Luoni brings a fresh perspective to community
planning that looks beyond the common
"urban village model" to address arenas
where architecture is presently absent, such
as big box retail, malls, and subdivision
design. "University design centers have an
opportunity to construct discourse," he said.
"There's been a very good foundation laid
at UACDC, and I believe we can play a
central role in defining new design models
that reshape the contemporary anonymous

landscape." Luoni is also interested in
addressing public health issues, especially
"lifestyle diseases" such as type II diabetes,
cancer, asthma, and cardiac disease,
through community design that encourages
physical activity.
Luoni earned his bachelor's in architecture
from Ohio State University and his master's
in architecture from Yale University. In
addition to teaching since 1990 at the
University of Florida, he visited the University
of Minnesota as the Cass Gilbert Visiting
Professor of Architecture in fall 2000 and
the University of Arkansas last spring, where
he led an upper level studio exploring the
idea of stacking big box retail stores into
"vertical power centers."

Delta Researc h and Design Center Extends Scope of Community Outreac h
Established in 2001 by the School of Architecture with financial support from the Winthrop
Rockefeller Foundation, the Delta Research & Design Center (DRDC), located in Clarendon,
extends UACDC outreach to the Arkansas Delta. Under the direction of Susan Thomas,
the center published the first issue of the Delta Research Bulletin in February, with in-depth
articles on such policy issues as community planning, workforce training, and affordable
housing.

DRDC Director Susan Thomas with Lake Village resident
Glen Rowe

c o m i n g

i n

F a l l

In March, the DRDC hosted its second annual economic development seminar at Phillips
Community College in Stuttgart. The event featured speakers from the University of
Arkansas, the Arkansas Workforce Investment Board, the Arkansas Department of Economic
Development, and the Arkansas Department of Information Systems. State and local
officials and representatives from community and non-profit groups also attended. Many
strategies for enhancing rural Arkansas were proposed, such as using video conferencing
to improve medical care in small towns, tapping community colleges to create outreach
and training programs tailored to community needs, and identifying and marketing local
amenities as tourist attractions. The DRDC also cosponsors an annual summer workshop
and an elementary and secondary education outreach program that provides opportunities
for young people to participate in community development projects.
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UACDC Plans Housing and Recreation Center
UACDC will develop housing prototypes for the Good Shepherd Ecumenical Retirement Center under the direction of Professor Greg
Herman, whose research focuses on housing issues. Also this fall, the design center will provide planning assistance for the central
Arkansas community of Morrilton.
For more information about these or future projects, contact UACDC at uacdc@uark.edu or 479-575-5772, or check the website at
www.uark.edu/depts/uacdc/.
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Stephen D. Luoni has been appointed as
the new director of the UACDC, where he
will hold the Steven L. Anderson Chair in
Architecture and Urban Studies. Most
re c e n t l y a n A s s o c i a t e P ro f e s s o r o f
Architecture at the University of Florida and
principal at Luoni Gold Design Studio in
Gainesville, Luoni's design and research
interests have focused on the integration of
architecture, landscape architecture, and
infrastr ucture, wit h an em phasis on
developing environmentally sensitive
projects. His firm's design for a 3 1/2-mile
urban linear park along a Gainesville
railroad right-of-way, which employs new
plant-based technologies to dissipate toxic
wastes from the site's industrial past,
exemplifies his multidisciplinary approach,
bringing together remediation, recreation,
storm water, and civic space systems in a

rome

p . 0 8

f o u r t h

s tudy
y e a r

center

a r c h i t e c t u r e

Since 1986, the Rome Study Center for Architecture and the Humanities has
provided opportunities for international study and travel to students in the University
of Arkansas School of Architecture, with the program expanding to include
students from the UA's Fulbright College of Arts and Sciences in 2001. Located
in a palazzo on Corso Vittorio Emanuele near the Piazza Navona in the heart
of Rome, this interdisciplinary program immerses fourth-year architecture students
in a twelve-week study of architecture and architectural history, as well as Roman
and Italian history and literature.
This spring, under the direction of University of Arkansas Associate Professor Tim
de Noble, sixteen students completed three projects that responded in various
ways to ancient Roman monuments. A study of Roman aqueducts informed the
initial project, a competition sponsored by Acme Brick, in which students created
monumental water vessels with both private and public functions using bipedale,
a two-foot-square brick tile used in the Roman Empire's massive public projects.
Students also conducted a mapping project that encouraged them to view Rome
as a palimpsest. Using the 1748 Nolli map as a basis, each student investigated
a particular area of the city, reimagining or updating it as a cartographic exercise
in evaluating the urban fabric. The semester concluded with a 2 1/2 - week
project to design a studiolo, or research library, for an aqueduct administrator
with dual public and private functions.
These projects were supplemented by a course focusing on the art and culture
of Italy taught by Emilio del Gesso, and numerous sketching trips to surrounding
cities, including Ferrara, Siena, Venice, Florence, Bologna, Naples, Tarquinia,
Verona, Mantua, Pompeii, and Bagnaia.
Sp r in g 2 0 0 3
f a cu lt y cr it ics
T im de No b le
E m ilio del G es s o
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s t u den t p ro ject s by
J o s é Ca r lo s R ib era
S t ewa r t Allen M o rg a n
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In this course students benefited from the
expertise of Julie Snow, the John G.
Williams Visiting Professor for spring
2003. Snow leads Julie Snow Architects,
Inc., a Minneapolis firm that produces
architecture characterized by refined
detail, lightness, spatial clarity, and
structural directness. Her firm has been
recognized with numerous awards and
her work has been published widely in
leading design periodicals and in several
sur veys of architecture, including
Architecture After Modernism (Thames
and Hudson) and Contemporary World
Architecture (Phaidon Press). Marlon
Blackwell and Yume Rudzinski worked
with Snow to develop and teach this
studio.
Students were encouraged to push the
envelope, quite literally. Using three
downtown sites in Manhattan, they
explored the ability of the building skin
to mediate between the activities of
inhabitants and the city. The program,
loosely defined as live/work housing or
student housing/hostel, was kept
intentionally simple in order to focus
design energy on the architectural
development of the building skin. The
students were challenged to work both
with conventional and new means of
construction to create spatial envelopes
that respond to occupation and to place.
Site + Program
Students visited New York City early in
the semester to research the sites and
gather data on how they operate within
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the immediate scale of the street and
larger scale of the city. Chosen sites
included the corner of Great Jones and
Lafayette, just west of Washington
Square in Greenwich Village; the corner
of Dominic and Varick, in Soho; and the
corner of Vestry and Washington, south
of Canal Street near the Hudson River
in Tribeca.

in the technology of glass itself, it is
possible to create a wall that performs
under many demanding programmatic
and climatic conditions. Increasing the
wall's responsiveness to activity and
place begins with creating opportunities
for the occupation of space on either
side of it, challenging the wall to engage
the city and the inhabitant simultaneously.

With the building type left open-ended,
emphasis was placed on inhabitation of
the skin. Students explored the possibility
of bringing the space of the city into the
interior space, and projecting the
activities of daily life/work via interaction
with the building envelope.

Process

Intention
A recent fascination in architecture with
the idea of surface focuses on the ability
of that surface to imply depth. Through
transparency, translucency, pattern, and
new methods of assembly, architectural
skin has taken on new strategies of
deliver ing arc hit ectural cont ent.
The utilization of the space of the wall
was abandoned as mass wall
construction was replaced by non-load
bearing wall construction. Niches, stairs,
passages, even intimate chambers were
common in mass wall construction.
Current construction techniques, notably,
the glass curtain-wall, have created
envelopes of incredible thinness and
transparency. With the addition of
shading, ventilation and rain screen
technologies, as well as new advances

Students met with representatives of
Material ConneXion, an on-line database
of innovative materials and
manufacturing processes, prior to
beginning their design work. Viewed
by the students as something of an
"architectural candy store," the company
was a gateway to unconventional
materials that students explored in
developing their designs, including
Solera, a clear insulating material;
Pulltrusion, made from resin-coated
carbon fibers; dichroic glass, treated to
reflect different colors; and stainless steel
meshes.
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The semester began with a project to create places "for relaxation, rejuvenation,
and recreation" in the wooded acreage on the east side of Fayetteville's
Mount Sequoyah, 67 acres of which were then for sale. The class studied
and diagrammed the slope, soils, rock formations, and water flow, as well
as the experiential qualities of the site. Indigenous plants and animals were
also catalogued, and each student worked to integrate food sources and
shelter for one animal species into their project. The students' projects were
subsequently exhibited at the Fayetteville Town Center, coinciding with the
city council's vote to purchase the land for development as a public space.
During the second par t of the course students developed proposals for
Wittsburg, a virtual ghost town located in the Arkansas Delta. Working in
cooperation with Student Efforts in Economic Development (SEED), a component
of the University of Arkansas Economic Development Institute (UAEDI), the
students mapped out a wide range of possibilities for the town that preserved
and enhanced the natural heritage of the site. For more information on the
course and the students’ proposals for Wittsburg, please see
http://comp.uark.edu/~cwiley/gate.htm.
Spr i ng 2003
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In this course, students were introduced to the theory and practice of detailed
site design with an emphasis on the inherent complexity – conceptual and
physical – of designed landscapes and their relationship to historical, social,
ecological, and built form. The design approach was based upon the premise
that every place is unique. Projects were deemed successful when a specificity
of place and concept was reflected across design scales from inception to
detailing.
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In the second-year spring design studio, students focus on developing their
skills in architectural analysis and formulating and executing compelling
building/site relationships in an open context. The course also investigates
how the manual modes of representation are augmented (not replaced) by
the introduction of digital tools.
The semester began with a 4-week architectural analysis of representative
canonical examples of successful building/site relationships. The analysis
project was also used as a vehicle for introducing the basics of digital 2D
and 3D representation. With the design of the architecture fixed, the students
built skills-based proficiency in conjunction with a discussion of formal ordering
principles of arc hitectural space suc h as scale, sequence, and spatial
transparency.
The remainder of the semester was structured around two complementar y
design problems on a common site. The first project, "A Second House,"
called for an exploration of the fundamental distinction between the natural
and man-made through the design of "an integrated complex of indoor and
outdoor spaces" that would facilitate the owner's desire to contemplate the
varied aspects of landscape. Set amidst the mechanical agricultural landscape
of the Midwest prairie, many projects faced the challenge of marking place
using an architectonic manipulation of natural elements.
The concluding project, "Epilogue," called for an intervention into the previous
landscape. The new addition, in the form of a place for introspection,
challenged the students to objectively evaluate their previous work in order
to ensure that the new structure was not an intrusion in the garden design,
but rather contributed to the contemplative experience of the original design
program.
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In their first project, students researched memorial precedents, the Civil Rights
Movement, and the speeches and writings of Dr. Martin Luther King in order
to develop designs for a proposed monument to King located in the Tidal
Basin of Washington, D.C., directly between the Jef ferson and Lincoln
memorials. A subsequent site study at Lake Fayetteville generated design
ideas for a park or plaza atop the new parking garage adjacent to the
Walton College of Business. Since a roof top garden cannot suppor t an
Ozark forest landscape, students were challenged to evoke the experiential
qualities of the Lake Fayetteville trail. The students concluded the semester
by creating design posters for the High Line competition, which solicited
ideas for transforming an abandoned, 1 1/2-mile-long elevated train track
in lower Manhattan into a public recreational space. The project provided
an oppor tunity for students to create work for an urban context and to
practice presenting their ideas in the graphically powerful, succinct format
required by design competitions.
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In this course students investigated and analyzed sites with the aim of
developing critical abilities in "reading the landscape." An understanding
of the natural and cultural qualities inherent in a given site guided students
in making intelligent recommendations for design inter ventions.
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Jill Anthes has been appointed to the Board of
Directors and the Design Committee of the Downtown
Dickson Enhancement Project and the City of Fayetteville
Planning Commission.
Fran Beatty presented a paper, "The Legacy of
Landscape Architect Frederick Law Olmsted, Sr." in March
at the Columbus Museum's 50th Anniversary celebration
in Columbus, Ga. In May she made a juried presentation,
"Creating an Economic Edge: The Interdisciplinar y
Renovation of Boston's Frog Pond in the Common, Boston,
Massachusetts" at the International Federation of
Landscape Architects in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. Fran
also organized and spoke at the 3rd Annual Garvan
Woodland Gardens Symposium, "Creating Value:
Developing Livable Communities for Ourselves and Future
Generations."
In March Marlon Blackwell presented a lecture
and displayed his work at the Royal Institute of British
Architects in London. Touted by the Royal Institute as a
"radical ruralist," Marlon participated in one of four
seminars showcasing the talent of young architects
a war ded the pr es tigious annual ar+d Emer ging
Architecture award. Marlon also presented lectures at
Clemson University in Clemson, S.C. and Washington
University in St. Louis, Mo. this spring; he held a visiting
position at the latter institution.
Mark Boyer earned the Outstanding Faculty Teaching
Award for Landscape Architecture, the second time he's
received this honor, and was awarded an honorary
membership in Tau Sigma Delta. In May Mark presented
a paper, "On the Edge of Stormwater," at the International
Federation of Landscape Architects meeting in Calgary,
Alberta, Canada.
Judy Brittenum traveled to Washington D.C. in May,
where she attended the national board of trustees meeting
of the American Society of Landscape Architects and
lobbied the Arkansas congressional delegation on national
issues championed by the ASLA.
John Crone presented a paper, "Reflecting on Cultural
Values of the Southeast Asian Village as an Integral Part
of the Planning Process for Appropriate Tourism" at the
International Federation of Landscape Architects
conference in Calgary, Alberta, Canada.
Laurie Fields presented a paper, "Through the Lens:
Using Photographic and Figure/Ground Images to Teach

n o t e s
Design Vocabulary, Principles and Abstract Thinking," at
the 19th National Conference on the Beginning Design
Student in Stillwater, Okla. in April.
David Glasser presented a paper, "A Tale of Two
Arkansas Cities," at the 36th International Making Cities
Livable conference that took place in Santa Fe, N.M. in
April. His presentation and accompanying exhibit, which
documented UACDC work on Pea Ridge and Brinkley, won
an award for "his contribution to the important task of
making cities livable." David also completed a book,
Smarter Architecture, for the Arkansas Department of
Economic Development using funds from the Department
of Energy. The book documents a number of projects
that UACDC has carried out in Arkansas, as well as
significant buildings designed by Arkansas architects, in
order to underscore the premise that good energy
utilization is good social and economic policy.
Ethel Goodstein presented a paper at the 91st
Annual Conference of the College Art Association, which
took place in New York City in February. Her paper
"Space, Time, and Motorcycles" examined the motorcycle
as an embodiment of machine age dynamism that impacts
both high art and mass consumer culture. In July she
traveled to Helsinki, Finland to present a paper entitled
" Fellini's Rome and the Practice of Everyday Life" at
the Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture
(ACSA) International Conference, which focused on
"Contribution and Confusion" between architecture and
related disciplines.
Matthew Griffith moderated the "History, Memory,
Monument" session for the national conference of the
Association of Collegiate Schools of Architecture, which
took place in Louisville, Ky. in March. Matthew's design
investigating the idea of architecture as prayer, submitted
in the competition "A House for Andrei Tarkovsky," was
exhibited at the Romanian Order of Architects in Sibiu,
Romania; he also submitted an entry in the World Trade
Center Site Memorial competition. Matthew serves as
site supervisor on local Habitat for Humanity projects
and will be the faculty liaison for the student chapter of
the organization beginning this fall.
Greg Herman earned the Outstanding Faculty Teaching
Award in Architecture, the second time he has received
this honor. Greg also moderated a session, "Integrating
the Boundaries," at the National Conference on the
B e g i n n i n g D e s i g n St u d e n t i n St i l l w a t e r, O k l a .

Last spring John M. Humphries presented a paper,
"Reducible Terms," at the UTA School of Architecture and
the Dallas Architecture Forum, and exhibited associated
work at the latter institution. His entry for the "House
for Albrecht Durer" competition, sponsored by the
Romanian Order of Architects, was exhibited at the
Kulturgeschichtliches Museum in Osnabrueck, Germany
in January.
Patricia Kucker won the Faculty Professional Essay
Awar d for her essa y "Fr amework: Cons truction,
Composition and Space in the Architecture of Frank Lloyd
Wright and Rudolf Schindler."
Russell Rudzinski participated in the fifth annual
GHOST Design/Build workshop, which is the research lab
of Brian MacKay-Lyons, an architect and professor at
Dalhousie University's School of Architecture. From June
28–July 13 Russell worked with students, faculty and
practitioners to design and build the "GHOST" of two
great barns which once stood on the MacKay-Lyons farm,
situated on the ruins of a 400-year-old village on the
Nova Scotia coast. Russell also won honorable mention
in the Faculty Professional Essay contest for his paper
titled "The Sacrifices of Pleasure."
Kim Sexton was awarded a postdoctoral grant from
the Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation, which will support
a five-month visit to Venice next spring. Kim plans to
finish research at the State Archives in Venice for her
forthcoming book Loggia Culture and the Practice of
Space in Italy, 1200 - 1600. Her research on the cultural
and social import of Italian loggias was featured in the
Spring 2003 issue of Research Frontiers.
Korydon Smith presented a paper, "Tangible Forms:
Representation and the First Semester Second Year
Pedagogy," at the Beginning Design Student Conference
in Stillwater, Okla. Kory also presented a paper titled
"Opening the Space of Architectural Representation:
Ideology, Utopia, and the Existence of Indeterminacy,"
in June at the 4th International Utopian Studies
Conference at the Universidad Europea de Madrid.
Laura Terry presented a paper entitled "The Value
of a Design/Build Experience in the Beginning Years"
at the Beginning Design Student Conference which took
place in Stillwater, Okla. Her paper focused on the Camp
Aldersgate archery pavilion completed under her direction
in the summer of 2002.

new faculty and staff

C h r i s t i e K i n g joined the University of
Arkansas Community Design Center as a
project program specialist. She completed
her B.Arc h. at the UA in 1998, and
subsequently earned a M.Arch. in Historic
Preservation from the University of Texas at
Austin in 1999. Most recently, Christie
focused on historic preservation projects at
Ford, Powell & Carson, Inc. in San Antonio.
Ta h a r M e s s a d i , assistant professor of
Architecture, earned his Diplôme d'Architecte
(B.Arch.) at the Université de Constantine,

Algeria, and then pursued graduate studies
in environmental technology at the University
of Michigan, Ann Arbor, where he earned
Master and Doctor of Architecture degrees.
Tahar's research focuses on the integration
of environmental technology into the design
process, with an emphasis placed on
exploring new technologies such as smart
facades and energy efficient solid state
lighting systems. He taught at Lawrence
Technological University from 1989–94, and
most recently at the Georgia Institute of
Technology, where he earned the College
of Architecture Outstanding Teacher Award
in 2000.
Tahar has taught design studios as well as
environmental systems, lighting design, and
research methodology courses. Students
under his direction have won awards in

competitions sponsored by Velux and the
Illuminating Engineering Society, and have
secured grants to conduct research on
lighting and acoustics. Tahar has received
a number of grants that support a range of
research activities, among them the upgrade
and modernization of instructional materials
for environmental systems courses.
Richard "Sam" Sansom joined the staff as
departmental secretary. A retired U.S. Navy
Commander with a degree in business
administration, Sam brings thirty years of
problem-solving and decision-making
experience to the job. He replaced Missy
Megginson, departmental secretary since
1994, who has retired and moved to her
birthplace in the Hamptons, New York.

v i s i t i n g
Esther S. Yang received both her B.S. in Architecture and M.Arch. from the
University of Virginia. Upon graduation for her M.Arch. she was awarded
with the certificate for design excellence by UVA. She also served as the
executive editor of the Virginia Student Record, a journal documenting work
from the current year's design studios. Her passions in architecture are devoted
to issues on housing. She spent three months in the fall of 2002 in Venice,
Italy studying housing on the island of Burano, and continued her housing
research on the domestic level with Bill Morrish in the Spring of 2003 at the
University of Virginia. Her independent study with Bill Morrish culminated in
a semester-long project within a vertical studio, which consisted of students
from all design disciplines (architecture, landscape architecture, and urban
planning). This collaboration of students worked in partnership with the
Piedmont Housing Alliance to create housing solutions for a local neighborhood
in Charlottesville, Va. Esther also has had professional experience working
in firms in Baltimore, Md. (RTKL Associates Inc.) and Charlottesville, Va.
(RBGC Architects) involving numerous small- and large-scale residential and
commercial projects. This year she will be teaching a new seminar titled "Site
Specific" with Matthew Griffith and a second-year design studio.

i m ag e cou r t esy of Es t her Yan g

f a c u l t y

p . 1 9

Kendall Curlee is the new communications
coordinator. She earned a Master's degree
in Art History from the University of Texas at
Austin and has ten years of experience writing
and editing publications for educational and
non-profit organizations.
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This fall Minnesota architect Dale Mulfinger, FAIA, will teach and lecture as the first E. Fay Jones
Chair in Architecture. Mulfinger is best known for creating intimate, finely detailed residential
spaces infused with the architectural character of historic homes. He credits twentieth-century
Minnesota architect Edwin Lundie as his design inspiration, and documented his work in The
Architecture of Edwin Lundie, published by the Minnesota Historical Society Press. Mulfinger's
most recent book The Cabin: Inspiration for the Classic American Getaway, published by Taunton
Press, established his credentials as a leading "cabinologist." The book tours 37 cabins throughout
North America that range from an eighteenth-century rustic stone and timber retreat to a Breuerdesigned cabin-cum-aluminum travel trailer.
Mulfinger cofounded SALA Architects Inc. of Minneapolis as Mulfinger & Susanka Architects
in 1983. He received his Bachelor of Architecture in 1967 from the University of Minnesota,
where he is an Adjunct Professor at the College of Architecture and Landscape Architecture.
His professional background includes employment with several national and international
firms including the Architects Collaborative of Cambridge, Mass. and Brown Daltus of Rome,
Italy. He has taught at the University of Oregon and was a lecturer or guest critic at the
Science Museum of Minnesota, the Boston Architectural Center, Harvard University, North
Carolina State, and the University of Arkansas, among others. He has won numerous awards
and grants and was named a Fellow of the American Institute of Architects in 2002.
This fall Mulfinger will teach a studio for fourth-year students and participate in a professional
practice class, in addition to giving a public lecture. A generous gift from Don and Ellen
Edmondson supports this visiting position.

i ma g e s co ur t e s y o f
SA L A A rc h i t e ct s , I nc.
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dale mulfinger
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Alumni Achievements
1950s

1980s

E. Fay Jones, B.Arch. '50, is the subject of a
documentary film shot and produced as a
master's thesis by UA Broadcast Journalism
student James Nash Alford, who expects to
complete the project this year. Also of interest,
the University Libraries, Special Collections,
have purchased state-of-the-art storage
cabinets for the Fay Jones papers. While not
completely processed and open for use, this
treasure trove of sketches, drawings, office
files, slides, and photographs may be viewed
by researchers under special conditions.

Lee Anne Kirby, B. LArch. '81, recently won
two awards from the Southern California
Chapter of the American Society of Landscape
Architects. Her firm of ten years, Kirby &
Company, received an Honor Award for the
landscape architecture on a 120-acre retail
center known as The Marketplace in Irvine,
Ca. featuring a palm grove of over 450
Phoenix dactylifera. The project design
architect was Legorreta Arquitectos of Mexico
City, Mexico with executive architect LPA,
where fellow UA graduate Brandon de
Arakal (B.Arch. '82) practices. She also won
a Merit Award for the pool area landscape
renovation at the Four Seasons Hotel in
Newport Beach that featured a tropical
landscape palette, an outdoor fireplace and
palapa bar. Lee Anne recently joined The
Ir vine Company, an Orange County
development company in Newport Beach,
where she is vice president of Landscape
Arc hitecture in Commercial Proper ty
Development providing design direction for
office, technology and resort properties. She
is currently involved with the proposed Pelican
Hill Resort, Newport Coast, adjacent to Fazio's
Pelican Hill Golf Course overlooking the Pacific
Ocean.
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1970s
Richard Renfro, B.Arch. '79, has created
lighting designs for libraries, museums, and
historic and cultural renovation projects all
over the world, including the Grand Central
Terminal restoration, Ellis Island rehabilitation,
Barcelona Museum of Contemporary Art,
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington,
D. C., and Los Angeles Central Library
restoration and new wing. In addition to
receiving the Illuminating Engineering Society's
Lumen Award for his work on the Portland
Museum of Art and the Museum of Fine Arts,
Houston, Richard has been recognized by
Illuminating Engineering Society Lumen
Citations for a number of projects. He is
currently developing lighting designs for the
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art, Kansas City
and the Metropolitan Museum of Art, New
York City, among others. For more information
on his New York City firm, Renfro Design
Group, see www.renfrodesign.com.

1990s
Robert Sharp, B.Arch. '90, designed the
$3.5 million dollar Mill District renovation,
which is transforming a defunct feed mill
located close to the University of Arkansas
campus into a mixed-use development. Rob's
firm, Robert Sharp Architects, focuses on

adaptive-reuse projects such as the Three
Sisters building, the UArk Bowl and the Reindl
Warehouse, all located in Fayetteville.
Gustavo Arango, B.Arch. '94, received his
M. Arch in Urban Design from the Harvard
Graduate School of Design in '98 and has
subsequently designed award-winning
residential and commercial projects as principal
of his firm, Arango Arquitectos, in Panama
City, Panama.
2000s
Rebecca Turner, B.LArch. '00, began working
for the City of Fayetteville Parks department
earlier this year. As Parks Planner she has
been involved in selecting a site for a new
community park and has been developing an
alternative transportation and trails master
plan for the city.
Heath G. Kuszak, B.LArch. '01, serves as an
intern at VLA, Inc., a small firm in Jackson,
Wyoming that handles projects such as
pathways and trail design, park and golf
course design, residential site planning and
landscape design, and ranc h land
management.
Jeremy Pate, B. LArch. '02, recently returned
to Fayetteville after working for 1 1/2 years
with the Denver firm Plan West, Inc., where
he created site designs and acted as a liaison
for planners in public processing. Jeremy
currently works in the public sector as an
Associate Planner for Current Development
in the City of Fayetteville's Planning Division.

San Diego Alumni Event

Patricia Kucker and Charlotte Taylor hosted a party for 65 alumni from around the country
who gathered in San Diego for the May 7–10 national meeting of the American Institute
of Architects. Getting reacquainted with former classmates and meeting new friends were
the highlights of the evening.

Tri Vu (B.Arch. '80), president of TTV Architects in Jacksonville,
Florida, with architecture department head Patricia Kucker.

2003 Scholarship Luncheon

Thanks to generous friends and alumni, the School awarded a total of $67,000 to outstanding
students at its 5th Annual Scholarship Recognition Luncheon, which took place at the Arkansas
Union Ballroom. Sixty-three monetary awards support foreign travel and other expenses,
and recognize t he contr ibutions of t he Sc hool's outst anding students.

Joan Seiz congratulates Jason Goicoechea, who received
the Paul H. Seiz Rome Travel Award.

Heather M. Salisbury, B.Arch. '93, won the
8th Annual Alumni Design Award based on
her design for Turner Construction Company
in Chicago, Illinois. Located on an upper
floor of a 1950s era high-rise office building,
the project addressed challenges such as a
long, linear layout and an uneven mix of
open and closed offices through the creative
use of lighting and materials. The project
has been recognized with awards from the
Chicago chapters of the AIA and the
Illuminating Engineering Society of North
America, and has been published in Interiors
and Sources, January/February 2002 issue,
and as a feature story in New Zealand
Architecture & Design Trends, Vol. 18 no.
2. Salisbury is an associate with Valerio
Dewalt Train Associates, Inc., Chicago.
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2003 Alumni Design Award

Turner Construction Company, Chicago Offices

UA alumni accepted to prestigious graduate programs
While many School of Architecture
graduates develop hands-on experience
through jobs and internships, others
choose to further their education. A
number of recent graduates have entered
graduate programs at prestigious
institutions, including:
Bartlett, University College London - Su
Koh (B.Arch. '02)

Columbia University - Matt Uselman
(B.Arch. '98), Sarah Devan (B.Arch. '99)
Har vard University - Aaron Young
(B.Arch. '95), Jason Ward (B.Arch. '97),
Andrew Saunders (B.Arch. '98), Gerald
"Rusty" Fason (B.Arc h. '00), Todd
Furgason (B.Arch. '01)
Rennsaeler Polytechnic Institute - Mason
Juday (B.Arch. '99)

UCL A -

Dina Kruniç (B.Arch. '00)

University of Toronto - Anna Gunter
(B.Arch. '00), Gus Ferguson (B.Arch. '01)
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Since earning his B.Arch. from the University of Arkansas in 1970, Brian Thomson has designed many
innovative buildings and master plans, with a number of projects receiving regional and national recognition.
His Boston firm, Thomson Design Associates, recently developed a groundbreaking design for the MBTA
Government Center Subway Station. Located at City Hall Plaza, at the gateway to historic Boston and
Logan airport, the station features frameless glass walls and a stainless-steel clad roof suspended from
five towers and tied down to foundations with stainless steel rods. The project is slated for completion at
the end of 2006.
Over 40,000 people a day enter, exit, or transfer through the Government Center station. What are some of the challenges of designing
spaces that so many people are passing through?
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Well, there're two components to that. The first challenge is, how do you build the new station while 40,000 people are passing through it
every day? We have to keep it operating twenty hours a day while we're demolishing and rebuilding it. That's a big challenge, requiring
multiple stages of construction. As a result it takes three years to build the station.
The second challenge is that, when completed, the experience of the space should communicate movement. The whole parti is based on
movement of people, and that's why it looks the way it does.
Right, it looks as if it is swooping.
It's almost as if it's frozen music, to use the well-worn phrase. The head house expresses movement; in fact, we went further so that the form's
expression would be one of overcoming inertia and having a sense of weightlessness, and that's the reason that the structural system and
parti were used – to make it float.
You mentioned in the material you sent that the steel rods that anchor the building will have to be pre-tensioned in a process similar to tuning
a stringed instrument. Will the rods' tension have to be adjusted – tuned, so to speak – over the life of the building?
Well, let's hope not! I have the same structural engineer, Arup, who did the Millenium Bridge in London, and, as you know, it had to go
through a number of modifications and fine-tunings before they got it right. Anytime you're stretching the envelope and approaching the edge
of known technology, which is what we're doing here, you do your best to anticipate every issue. But inevitably, there will be some fine tuning.
Your design for the Government Center station is cutting-edge in terms of structure and materials. How do you integrate this ultramodern
building into the heart of historic Boston?
City Hall Plaza is ground zero in Boston, it's as public as a stage gets here and in the middle of the historic fabric of Boston, but a lot of the
Plaza is relatively new. Now, having said that, these are buildings that were done in the 60s and the 70s, so they're quite heavy visually
and literally. City Hall is famous, of course, as a concrete pile, very brutalist in style and overbearing in its massing.
We started by saying to the Transit Authority, we're going to design this station from the bottom up, which is to say, we're going to solve the
transit problem, and then we're going to see how we can integrate that with the world above. So we started at the Greenline underground
platform, diagramming the way that the flow of the station must work. Then when we started chasing these circulation elements to the surface,
as you inevitably have to do, we began looking around for influences. And some of the influences that you can readily see are the curving
shapes of buildings adjacent to the station entrance contrasting with the rectilinear shape of City Hall. Another significant influence was the
Community Arcade built by the city. It follows the axis of the Blue Line, which in conjunction with the Green Line eastbound axis provided
the A and B axis of the head house geometry.
We put all these influences together and then did what Fay Jones likes to call the "operative opposite": instead of taking those initial geometries
and producing yet again more heaviness, we turned it on its ear and did exactly the opposite. We said this is going to be as glassy an
enclosure as possible, with minimal amounts of material to hold the glass in place. And we're going to hang everything possible, so that
instead of being supported by load bearing exterior walls or columns such as you see around it, its roofs and exterior glass walls will seemingly
float.

r e : g e n e r a t e

That's going to be a fantastic space to be inside of.
Inside it's going to be a very fluid space. The forms come up and look as if they're
frozen in glass, with huge sweeping curves of stainless steel. And the only thing you
can see that connects them to the ground are the five interior towers and these sheer,
faceted glass walls with no mullions, just drilled connections.
You're living a real success story, leading your own firm in a great city, and specializing
in transportation planning and design. This is such a departure from your roots in
Forest City, Arkansas. What do you feel were some of the keys to getting where you
are today?
I've had two really strong influences in my design life. The strongest by far is Fay
Jones. I worked for Fay in the summer of 1969, and had classes under him at
Arkansas. The ideals and touchstone of quality that I've always had in the back of
my head are of Fay. In some ways, this is my Thorncrown Chapel. It's a very different
object with a very different program and context, obviously, than his, but in some
ways it shares many similarities in its lightness and bold structural parti.
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He was my first influence, and then in Atlanta I fell in with a remarkable group of
people at Stephens and Wilkinson, my first job. An architect named Kemp Mooney,
who taught at Georgia Tech and was the head of design at S & W . . . nurtured all
of us recent graduates, and expected us to go on to graduate school. When I
graduated from Arkansas, all I wanted to do was live, I had no intention of attending
school anymore. But falling in with that group of people made me realize that,
although Arkansas had given me this incredible foundation of understanding how to
design, how to put a building together, what I now needed was site planning and
urban design. So I decided that I was going to go to Harvard and fix that. In September
of 1973 when I landed at Harvard, there were 32 of us in my urban design class from
all over the world – 12 of us from the United States. And lo and behold, two of us
were from Arkansas.
Who was the other one?
John Hunt – he was a year behind me at the U of A. At first intimidated as could
be, I quickly figured out that anybody from Arkansas admitted there could compete
at Harvard just fine, thank you very much, and away I went, teaming with John for
a design studio problem our first semester.
Coming from Forest City to Boston, being from such a small place and having seen
so little of the world, I was absolutely intent on becoming an urban architect. . . so
Forest City gave me this incredible desire to do something of some importance;
Arkansas gave me the tools to design a building; Harvard gave me the tools to design
whole portions of a city and to understand how a building really fits in. So, I've been
in Boston since 1973, with a brief stint back in Little Rock from '77 to '79. There're a
lot of Arkansas people who come through here; two very fine young architects from
the U of A helped me on the Government Center project.
I saw that Mason Juday (B.Arch. '99) and Jason Ward (B.Arch. '97) were on the
design team. Do you have a special interest in mentoring talent from Arkansas?
I most certainly do. In fact, in my experience, the best that come out of Arkansas can
compete with anybody from any school, anywhere, so I seek them out.
Do you have any advice for today's students?
There are absolutely no shortcuts. Get everything you can out of Arkansas, spend
a few years practicing, try to get your license, apply to the best graduate schools
that have what you want, get the graduate degree, and then go for it.
images cour t esy of Thomson Design Associat es
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Rotating exhibits of Depar tment of Architecture student and faculty work will be taking place throughout the fall semester in Vol Walker Hall.
Contacts: John Humphries, jmhumph@uark.edu & Matt Griffith, mgriff@uark.edu

24 October

Thomas L. Sc humac her, FAAR — “How Do You
Spe l l Re l i e f ?”
University of Maryland
D al e M ul f i n ge r, FA IA
SALA Architects, Inc
Minneapolis, MN
E. Fay Jones Visiting Professor (Inaugural)

27/28 October

M ax U n de r wo o d — “W o r k i n t h e Of f i c e o f
Ch ar l e s & Ra y E ame s” (Oct. 27th)
“L ui s B ar r a gan ” (Oct. 28th)
Arizona State University
Ernie Jacks Distinguished Lecture
sponsored by Witsell Evans Rasco
Architects/Planners

10 N ove m b e r

A l an Tat e — “M aki n g a D i f f e r e n c e ”
University of Manitoba
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University of Arkansas

Oct. 24 - 25

School of Architecture
Advisory Board Meeting
Contact: Karen Stair
(479) 575-2702
kstair@uark.edu

Oct. 30 - Nov. 03

ASLA Annual Meeting & EXPO
New Orleans, LA
Contact: ASLA
202-898-2444

image courtesty of Dale Mulfinger, SALA Architects, Inc.

A l l l e c t u r e s t a k e p l a c e a t 5 : 3 0 p . m . i n V o l W a l k e r 10 3 .
For additional information, please call 479-575-4705.
School of Architecture

date

Ra y H uf f + M ar i o Go o de n — “ Th e N e c e ssi t y
o f A r c h i t e c t ur e ”
Huff + Gooden Architects LLC
Charleston, SC
The Mort Karp Memorial Lecture
sponsored by Polk Stanley Yeary Architects

AIA State Convention in Hot
Springs
Contact: AIA Arkansas
(501)661-1111

save

06 October

l e c t u r e s

22 September

Sept. 25 - 27

the
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